* For information about food sovereignty see:
www.globaljustice.org.uk/campaigns/food
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For more information about Dundee Urban Orchard see:
www.dundeeurbanorchard.net

Without the vision and commitment of all of these
individuals and organisations DUO would remain
unplanted.
Margaret and Andrew Lear, our horticultural advisers and
suppliers of heritage fruit trees, also deserve our collective
thanks.
Particular thanks go to Dundee West Church and
Roseangle Commons for providing studio space for the
ﬁrst three years of the project. We also thank our funders,
Creative Scotland, Forestry Commission Scotland and
Dundee City Council for providing ﬁnancial compost and
background support.

DUNDEE URBAN ORCHARD

DUO’s ﬁrst orchard was planted at Braeview Academy,
Whitﬁeld, in 2013. The last orchard was planted in Slessor
Gardens, in Dundee’s new Waterfront Development, in
2016. This was a deliberate tactic to move from the
periphery and into the centre of the city. In making this
decision DUO sought to highlight a broader question
concerning community participation and urban
development i.e. who does the city belong to and who
decides its future?

Dundee Urban Orchard (DUO) is a
network of 25 small-scale orchards planted
across Dundee in a variety of spaces including
sites belonging to community gardens, schools
and cultural organisations. Each orchard is semiautonomous, planted and cared for by a speciﬁc
orchard group. The majority of orchards
are open to the public and free to visit. Indeed, we
actively encourage site visits and cross-pollination
between orchards!

Dundee Urban Orchard (DUO) would like to thank all of the
individuals and organisations who make Dundee an
Orchard City. That includes 25 orchard groups and
hundreds of other citizens who have participated in the
project. We would especially like to thank those individuals
who act as key contacts and MCs (Maintenance and Care
artists) for their orchard group.

DUO
In addition to the pleasure of visiting orchards throughout
the seasons – bare branches in winter, abundant blossom
in spring, fruit in the autumn, and wildlife all year round –
orchards tell a story about our changing relationship to
food. Consider apples: discovered in Central Asia over
2000 years ago, there are now over 7,500 apple varieties
worldwide. Cultivated in response to regional variations in
soil, rainfall and other climactic conditions, and integrated
into local customs and rituals, the cultivation of apples,
along with other sources of food, has been one way we
express our distinct cultural and ecological heritage. This
emphasis on culture and ecology is in marked contrast to
the increasing homogenisation of our dominant food
system and the wider free market economy it serves.
With this in mind, DUO took the rootstock of Dundee – its
existing social, environmental and economic relationships
– and grafted onto that rootstock an alternative vision for
the city. Here orchards became a metaphor for the way
individuals and communities could work together with the
ecology of their place to transform urban space into an
Orchard City.

Taking this question as our starting point, the pupils from
Braeview Academy became a symbol for the project. Their
silhouettes – reimagined as shadows – were seen
marching through the city, forks and spades aloft, in
search of spaces to plant a future orchard. DUO imagined
this orchard as Dundee’s future: a future in which there
would be meaningful work and a balance between human
needs and the wider environment.
As a socially engaged art project, DUO also struck a
balance between the needs of our partners – in particular
the 25 orchard groups – and a wider imperative to rethink
our relationship to food through the lens of food
sovereignty.* Sometimes our partners shared this
imperative, sometimes we established alternative
grounds for our collaboration, but always together and
planting for a future in which social, environmental and
economic justice was one orchard closer to reality.

